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The Case of the Disappearing Blue Crab
What is killing the MD Blue Crab

Part 1: Read each statement and decide if it is (T)rue or (F)alse in the Before column.

	Before
	Statement
	After

	
	1. Crabs only walk from side to side.
	

	
	2. People who study crabs are carcinologists.
	

	
	3. Females travel up to 124 miles to release their eggs.
	

	
	4. There has been an 85% decrease in stock since the 1990’s.
	

	
	5. Crabs are cannibals.
	

	
	6. Scientific name of American Blue Crabs is Callinectes sapidus.
	

	
	7. Hematodinium is a parasite that when in the right conditions can kill 90% of infected crabs.
	

	
	8. $125 million a year is earned from the crabbing industry in MD & VA alone.
	

	
	9. Blue crabs play a significant role in the control of benthic populations.
	


Part 2: Crab population over time graphic exercise
Use your assigned data series to create a graph. 

Questions to consider:
1. What is the trend in blue crab harvests over the last 60 years?

2. Do you think there is a connection between blue crab harvests and blue crab population size?

3. Is there a correlation between the prevalence of the parasite Hematodinium and (a) water temperature, (b) water salinity, (c) time of year?
4. Is there a correlation between the prevalence of the parasite Hematodinium and (a) the average temperature of the water, (b) the total precipitation?

5. Is there a correlation between Hematodinium outbreaks and poor crab harvests?
